The following is only general information; therefore you should seek specialist advice.

Income support is a benefit for certain categories of people whose income and capital fall below certain levels.  In some cases it is paid on top of other benefits.

Who Can Claim Income Support
· You and your partner's combined savings and/or capital must be less than £8,000.

· If you work, it must be for less than 16 hours per week (but special rules apply to childminders working from home), if your partner works for less than 24 hours per week, you must be normally resident in Great Britain 

· and you must be over 18 (special rules apply to 16/17 year olds).

In addition one of the following should normally apply:

· You are unable to work because of sickness or disability, or

· You are a lone parent with at least one child under 16, or

· You are unable to work because of looking after someone who is sick, disabled or elderly.

How to Claim
Anyone over pension age should claim on form SPI others should claim on form Al.  Both forms are available from the Post Office or the Benefits Agency.

How Income Support is Paid
If you are also in receipt of another benefit Income Support is usually paid along with it, by credit transfer to a bank, building society account or Post Office Account.
How Much Will Be Paid?
The calculation of Income Support is very complex the information is only for general guidance.  Income support is made up of 3 component parts: -

Personal Allowances that depend on your age and whether you are claiming as a couple or not. 

Dependent Allowances (for children). New claimants should now claim Child Tax credits 
Premium Payments, additional amounts for people in certain circumstances, including disability.

PREMIUMS
Premium payments are special additions to help groups with certain needs whose expenses are likely to be higher, such as disabled people.  The premiums that apply specifically to disabled people or their carers include:

Disabled Child Premium is paid for each dependent child receiving Disability Living Allowance or registered blind if the child has savings of less than £3,000. For new claimants claim through Child tax Credits.
Disability Premium is paid if either  you or your partner is receiving, Long-term Incapacity Benefit, Severe Disablement Allowance, Disability Living Allowance, Disability Working Allowance, is Registered blind or has submitted medical certificates for 365 days (or 28 weeks if terminally ill). You or your partner must be under 60.

Enhanced Disability Premium is paid if you your partner or child is in receipt of the highest rate of Disability Living Allowance care component

Severe Disability Premium (this is not the same as Severe Disablement Allowance) is paid to single people and lone parents on Attendance Allowance or the middle or higher care component of Disability Living Allowance and they live alone and no one receives Invalid care allowance for them.  Please seek specialist advice as some people may qualify when they live with another person depending on their circumstances

Carer Premium is paid if you or your partner is in receipt of Invalid Care Allowance (or would have been but for a higher overlapping benefit).

Family Premium is paid to a couple or loan parent with at least one dependent child.

Bereavement Premium is paid to those people who were age 55 to 59 on 9.4.01 and were getting a bereavement allowance that has ended and they are claiming income support as a single person. 

INCOME SUPPORT AND OTHER BENEFITS
If you are receiving Income Support you are entitled to full payment of Council Tax Benefit.  You will also be entitled to full payment of Housing Benefit if you live in rented accommodation.

MORTGAGE INTEREST PAYMENTS
People who have a mortgage may get help with mortgage interest payments, please seek specialist advice on this.

OTHER HELP AVAILABLE TO PEOPLE ON INCOME SUPPORT

Income Support is a passport to their benefits.
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If you are receiving Income, support you may qualify for the following:-

Free NHS Prescriptions, dental treatment, eyesight test and voucher towards cost of glasses.  Help towards the cost of hospital visits and assistance towards the cost of NHS wigs or fabric supports.  Social Fund payments and Cold Weather payments

Dependent children of people on Income support are entitled to: -

Free milk & vitamins for children under 5.

Help towards the cost of a hospital visit

Free school meals for children of school age.                                                                  

Who Can Help                                                                                                           
If you think you may qualify for Income support or you are unsure and would like more information, the following organisations can help.

Renfrewshire Carers Centre

Unit 55

Abbey Mill Business Centre
The Embroidery Mill

Seedhill
Paisley 
PA1 1TJ

Tel: 0141 887 3643

Advice Works

8 Collier Street

Johnstone

Tel: 01505 382328

CAB, 45 George Street, Paisley 0141 889 2121

(Sources: Disability Rights Handbook, 30th Edition, April 2005 - April 2006, Disability Alliance ERA.)
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