CARERS ALLOWANCE  

This is the main benefit for carers. 

Amount payable is £53.90 per week (as of April 2010)
You must be over 16 years.

You must spend at least 35 hours caring for someone who receives Attendance Allowance or Disability Living Allowance at middle or higher rate

You must not earn more than £100.00 per week.
There are some allowable expenses:

a.
National Insurance Contributions

b.
Income Tax

c.
Half of any money paid towards personal or occupational pension scheme

d.
Other expenses you pay incurred as part of job

e.
Child care or care for person you are claiming for while at work (up to a maximum of half the money you earn after other deductions)

Fares to/from work and meals at work are no longer allowable expenses.

You must not be in full-time education

No National Insurance Contributions necessary to claim carers allowance but you will get National Insurance Credits while receiving CA

Your capital is discounted

Partner’s income is discounted

Claiming carers allowance will give an underlying entitlement to the Carer's Premium in regard to income support, housing benefit, council tax benefit and Pension Credits
Give entitlement to £10 Christmas Bonus

One of the most important points about claiming carers allowance is that the person you are claiming for would lose their Severe Disability Premium from their income support, housing benefit, council tax benefit and Pension Credits.  This could reduce the amount of benefit that they actually receive.  Before claiming carers allowance please check to see if the person being claimed for would lose any benefit.
The carer can take up to 4 weeks holiday in any 6 months

If the person being cared for loses their Attendance

Allowance or Disability Living Allowance then Carers Allowance stops e.g. if the cared for person is in hospital, or a                  residential home/ nursing home continuously for more              than 28 days.

Carers allowance overlaps with other Social Security Benefits, and can affect the carer's and the person being cared for total benefits.  It is recommended to take advice before claiming Carers allowance.
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For more information on this benefit or any other benefit please contact any of the organisations below:

Renfrewshire Carers Centre

Unit 55, The Embroidery Mill,

Abbey Mill Business Centre

Seedhill

Paisley

PA1 1TJ

Tel: 0141 887 3643

Advice Works

Collier Street

Johnstone

PA5 8AR









Tel: 01505 382328
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